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Beth El Briefings 
Welcome—Welcome to our special guest this Shabbat, Dr. Elli Kranzler, renowned Ba’alei Tefillah who will be 
leading a Communal Shira Erev Shabbat as well as davening Shabbat morning and leading a workshop for 
Ba’alei Tefillah following Kiddush on Shabbat. 
Thank you —Thank you to all who gave of their time and energy in organizing this weekend’s Shabbaton. 
Please see the inside cover for a listing of all the thank yous. 
Thank you—Thank you to all of those that generously contributed funds making this Shabbaton possible. Please 
see the inside cover of the Shabbaton program for a listing of contributors. 
Mazal Tov—to Barton and Gaby Zweibach on the engagement of their daughter, Margaret to Eli Cohen of 
Medfield, MA.  Mazal Tov to Margaret’s siblings, Cecile, Evy and Aaron.  Mazal Tov to Eli’s parents, Lester and 
Amy Cohen and Eli’s sister and brother-in-law, Emily and Dan Jaffe. 
Women’s Only Karaoke Night —Todah Rabah to Amy Rosen for coordinating the successful Women’s Only 
Karaoke Night and  Stephanie Pollack and Ken Snow for hosting the program at their home.  
Todah Rabah—Thank you to Humi and Ruth Vishniavsky for sponsoring the Youth Minyanim and Kiddushes this 
Shabbat in honor of their grandchildren: Akiva, Menachem, Penina and Devorah Cohen of Ramot and Elisheva, 
Chayim Yaakov, Sara, and Yoseph Millman of Modi’in Ilit. 
Youth Minyan—The new Youth Minyan for children in Grades 3 thru 6 is a huge success----just ask the kids!  
Youth Minyan is held every Shabbos beginning at 10:15 to 11:30 for now, temporarily in the Library.  The kids 
enjoy a fun activity related to the parsha or holiday with the teen leaders and Davening and Parsha with the 
Dads who lead the service.  The kids earn tickets for attending and participating which can be redeemed later 
for prizes! There is always a special kid's kiddush at the end that is only for them.  
Family Table—We know that many of you will find it a meaningful mitzvah to bring canned food items to con-
tribute to our JC&FS Family Table project, but are often not in the shul except on Shabbat when we do not have 
our drop box available. Coming to the shul for Father/Son Learning provides a perfect opportunity to bring 
along some canned goods and educate our children to the mitzvah of Tzedakah while they are also engaging in 
learning Torah. Once again, this coming Motzei Shabbat, February 4th, we are asking that families bring with 
them between two (2) and four (4) 16-0z cans of salmon or fruit (no heavy syrup) and allow your children to 
deposit them in the Family Table drop box in our foyer. This will be a wonderful way the children to have a dou-
ble Mitzvah. 
Father/Son Learning—Father/Son Learning, co-sponsored by Beth El and the Kollel of Boston, will continue on 
Saturday night, February 4th at 6:45pm. PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE. 
Beit Midrash for Men and Rabbi Segal’s Gemorah Shiur— Beit Midrash for Men and Rabbi Segal’s Gemorrah 
Shiur which is co-sponsored by Beth El and the Kollel, will continue on Tuesday, February 7th, at 8pm at the shul. 
Lockers —Lockers are still available for rent in the coatrooms which are located near the Ward and Morseland 
entrances. The smaller ones will be made available to interested members for $72 a year. The larger ones will 
be $250 a year. Please email your preference to congbethel@rcn.com. There are open cubbies available to 
store your tallaissim without charge in the coatroom on the Ward St. side. More open cubbies will be installed 
there as well as on the Morseland St. side coat room. 
Save the Date—Save the date of Thursday, March 8 at 4:30pm at the shul for our Fiesta Purim Seudah and en-
tertainment. See back cover for further details. 
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Want to Help the Shul?Want to Help the Shul?Want to Help the Shul?Want to Help the Shul?    
 

When shopping at  
THE BUTCHERIETHE BUTCHERIETHE BUTCHERIETHE BUTCHERIE,  

ask the cashier to stamp your  
receipt.  

 

When shopping at  
ROSENFELD’S BAGELSROSENFELD’S BAGELSROSENFELD’S BAGELSROSENFELD’S BAGELS 

 just ask for a receipt before you are rung 
up.  
 

Then turn your receipts into the shul 
 office, that’s all it takes! 

BUTCHERIE 

  ROSENFELD’S 

REGULAR CLASSES 

Mishnah Brurah 

Rabbi Segal 

Sunday: 1/2 hour before Shacharit 

  (8:00 am) 

Halacha Yomi Daily, after 

Shacharit 

Rabbi Segal and between 

Mincha   and Maariv  

Gemorah Mesechet Shabbat 

Rabbi Segal Tuesday, 8:45pm 

Sefer Hachinuch  

Description of the 613 Mitzvot 

Rabbi Segal  

Thursday:  11:00 am  

 

Mishnayot: Masechet Nezikin  

Rabbi Asher  Shabbat morning:  

Leeder  8:30 am   

  Rabbi Leeder’s  

  home 

 If you have any life cycle events that 
should be published in the Kishrei, 

please inform the shul office. 

Please remember to remove all Please remember to remove all Please remember to remove all Please remember to remove all 

your trash from the Sanctuary!your trash from the Sanctuary!your trash from the Sanctuary!your trash from the Sanctuary!    

““““Prayer for the Sick (mi-shebayrach)  

signup is located at  
http://cholim.bethelnewton.org” 

 

 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL ATERETH ISRAEL 
 

SHABBAT SHIRA SHABBATON 
 

featuring 

 

DR. ELLI KRANZLER 
 

FEBRUARY 3 AND 4 

 

Inauguration of our new Sanctuary 

 
 

Dedicated to the memory of Chazan Shonfeld, zt’l. 

Thank you to Risa Krohn for leading the team that organized the beautiful Friday 

night Shabbat dinner and Festive Kiddush which greatly contributed to the enjoy-

ment of this wonderful weekend. 

 

Many thanks to all of the members of the Shabbaton Committee for their invaluable 

assistance in creating such a memorable experience for our Shul community: 

 
Mina Gillers, Harriet Kahn, Risa Krohn, Shari Lederman, Shira Leeder, Naomi Lopkin, 

Debbie Moskowitz, Judy Rosenbaum, Debby Yarmush 
 

Thank you to the following women who contributed their time and talent toward the 

Shabbaton planning effort: 

 
Annie Aliphas, Wendy Fine, Amy Kahn Goldman, Carole Wald 

 

Special thanks to Rabbi Segal for his heartfelt dedication to this event and his ex-

pert guidance in every detail of the Shabbaton. 

 

Special thanks to Bruce Gillers for conceiving and executing the idea of bringing in 

Dr.. Kranzler, working out the details of the substance of the program, and raising 

the funds to support this Shabbaton in order to bring the idea to fruition. 

 

Thank you to Amy Rosen for her vision as Programming Director, establishing our 

programming for the year, inclulding this Shabbaton, providing enriching experi-

ences for our Kehilla. 

 

Thank you to Andy Weiner at Catering by Andrew for his expert guidance and deli-

cious catering. 

 

Thank you to Lorie Benitah for her able assistance in many aspects of the Shabba-

ton. 

 

Thank you to Dan Goldish for his professional assistance in setting up the online 

registration for the Shabbaton. 
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Parshat Beshalach 
February 4, 2012-11 Shevat 5772 
 
When the Children of Israel are finally 
released from Egypt, Hashem leads 
them: 
And Hashem was going before them by 
day in a pillar of cloud, to show them the 
way, and by night in a pillar of fire to 
light for them, to go by day and by 
night. He did not remove the pillar of 
cloud by day, or the pillar of fire by 
night, before the people (Shemot 13:21-
22). 
 
But Hashem has been grooming Moshe 
as His messenger, the leader of His peo-
ple. In BESHALACH we see many of 
Moshe’s leadership qualities begin to 
develop. At the Sea of Reeds the panick-
ing people turn to Moshe for help, and 
he assures them that Hashem will rescue 
them from the oncoming Egyptian army. 
Then, And Hashem said to Moshe, “Why 
do you cry out to Me? Speak to the Chil-
dren of Israel and they shall travel. And 
you, raise your staff and extend your 
hand over the sea and split it. Then the 
Children of Israel will cross in the midst 
of the sea on the dry land” (14:15- 6). 
 
Thus, Hashem will lure the Egyptians to 
their doom. Immediately before the Sea 
is split, however, And the angel 
(MALACH) of G-d, that went before the 
camp of Israel, traveled and went be-
hind them. And the pillar of cloud trav-
eled from before them and it stood from 
behind them. And it came between the 
camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel. 
And there was the cloud and the dark-
ness, and it lit up the night, and one did 
not approach the other all the night 
(14:19-20). 
 
It is usually assumed that the angel 
(MALACH) of G-d, that went before the 

camp of Israel refers to an angelic being 
whose movement to the rear of the camp 
causes the pillar of cloud to relocate 
there as well. However, Meshech 
Chochmah (R. Meir Simcha of Dvinsk 
1843-1926) has a different interpreta-
tion. He says that the angel of G-d, that 
went before the camp of Israel refers to 
Moshe! The Midrash (Vayikra Rabba 
1:1) establishes that a prophet can be 
called MALACH. Examples include Chag-
gai: 
And Chaggai angel of Hashem said… 
(Chaggai 1:13) and Moshe himself: And 
we cried out to Hashem, and He heard 
our voice. And He sent a MALACH who 
took us out of Egypt … (Bamidbar 
20:16). 
 
Meshech Chochmah quotes Mechilta 
(Beshalach, Vayehi 3), which is also 
found in Rashi: R. Yehoshua said: The 
Holy One, Blessed be He said to Moshe, 
“Moshe, there is nothing for Israel to do 
but to travel.” R. Meir Simcha goes on to 
explain, “All of the Children of Israel 
would follow Moshe as the flock in the 
valley follows the shepherd. However at 
the Sea, the Holy One, Blessed be He 
commanded Moshe to travel after the 
people. Trusting him, they would go 
ahead into the midst of the sea. … And 
when it says Speak to the Children of 
Israel and they shall travel – they will 
travel, with you behind them.” 
 
In the merit of moving forward into the 
water Hashem would split the sea for 
them. Mechilta (5) further says that the 
Children of Israel debated who should 
go in first, and “While they were taking 
counsel Nachshon son of Aminadav 
jumped in … into the waves of the sea.” 
Tosefta (Berachot 4:16) says that in the 
merit of Nachshon’s act, his tribe Yehu-
dah deserved to produce the kings of 
Israel. 

 
Towards the end of BESHALACH Moshe 
faces a new challenge. While in Refidim, 
the people complain that there is no wa-
ter to drink. When Moshe turns to 
Hashem for help, And Hashem said to 
Moshe, “Pass in front of the people and 
take with you of the elders of Israel, and 
your staff with which you struck the Nile 
take in your hand, and go. Behold I am 
standing ahead of you there on the rock 
at Chorev. And you shall strike the rock, 
and water will come forth from it and the 
people will drink” (17:5-6). Ramban ex-
plain that the command Pass in front of 
the people means “Walk ahead of the 
people.” He points out that there is a 
great distance from Refidim to the boul-
der at Chorev, which is Mount Sinai 
(some modern calculations estimate it as 
much as 10 miles away). Hashem com-
mands Moshe to walk ahead of the peo-
ple from Refidim to the Presence of 
Hashem at Chorev, and there to strike 
the rock. He would use the same staff 
that had once turned the water of the 
Nile into blood and now it would pro-
duce water from a stone. The water 
would then flow all the way to the camp 
in Refidim. 
 
BESHALACH is thus punctuated by two 
incidents which show the positions Moshe, 
the leader, will need to take vis-à-vis the 
people: While he is usually the angel 
(MALACH) of G-d, that went before the 
camp of Israel, at times he allows the 
people to lead him, or he ventures far 
ahead of them. This foreshadows the 
many leadership stances he will have to 
assume. 
 
In BESHALACH Moshe makes the transi-
tion from messenger to Pharaoh to the 
shepherd of Hashem’s flock. He becomes 
the leader of the Children of Israel 
throughout their journeys in the desert. 
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On occasion he will have to be the van-
guard, showing from a distance what 
are Hashem’s expectations. But he will 
have to be the type of leader who also 
knows when to “step to the rear,” when 
to allow his people to show their faith in 
him and in Hashem. A true leader, 

Moshe knows when to take the people 
where they need to go, and when to 
trust them to go where they have been 
directed.  
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